MINISTRY REPORT NOVEMBER 2019

Dear Friends,
This update is long overdue, but here in Romania, things are volatile, and the
ministry is affected by them. However, we continue with our main ministries,
teaching and preaching, writing and counseling, radio and TV ministry and
speaking at conferences. Here are some highlights of God’s work in Europe:

Teaching & Preaching
Adriana continues to teach English at
Timotheus Bible Institute (TBI) as a
ministry tool for the students. Although
many Christian books have been
translated into Romanian in recent years,
many books are still only available in
English. For this reason the students
need to know English in order to study
and write their papers. Adriana is also
involved in two women’s bible studies,
one in Romanian and one in English. In
both groups, women are growing in their
relationship with the Lord and are learning
how to share the Good News with their
neighbors.
Elisei teaches the following courses
at TBI: Church Government, Pastoral
Theology, and Biblical Counseling.
He is also involved in administration
and leadership of the Institute. On the
weekends he preaches in churches
throughout Romania and other European
countries. In the 2018-2019 academic
year Elisei supervised seven graduates to
finish their theses. All of them graduated

with high marks and were commended by
the University of Bucharest examination
committee.

Adriana in women’s bible study

Writing & Counseling
Adriana translated articles written by Pat
Pieters from English into Romanian for
TBI’s biannual publication, Timotheus.
She is also writing a book for women that
will be published in 2020. In the summer
Elisei published his book on leadership,
Leadership in Contemporary Romanian
Society. He also wrote articles for
Timotheus and other publications.
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Elisei and Adriana continue to do
premarital counseling for engaged couples.
In 2019 three couples were counseled.
Two are now married and the third will
have their wedding in March 2020. They
also meet with married couples and help
them overcome marital problems and learn
how to communicate and understand
each other in the family. Due to a lot of
uncertainty and volatility in Romanian
society, young (and not-so-young) couples
live under a lot of pressure both at work
and in society. Unfortunately, many times
they bring their work problems home and
tension escalates in their families.
Besides counseling couples, both Elisei
and Adriana work one-on-one with young
men (Elisei) and young women (Adriana)
helping them to understand God’s plan for
their lives and how to live a godly life in a
secular society.

answering questions people asked. Elisei
is doing this ministry with other Bible
teachers. This year he hosted three sixweek long sessions. Among the listeners
were people without an Evangelical church
affiliation, so it was a great opportunity to
answer their questions and present the
Gospel of salvation through the sacrificial
death of Jesus Christ.
Elisei is also a regular guest on a two-hour
TV show where academics from different
denominations meet weekly and debate
social and theological topics. In 2019 Elisei
participated once (and sometimes twice a
month) in this panel on topics like Living
by Faith, Doubt and Faith, The Person
and Work of the Holy Spirit, Life After
Death, Women in Church Leadership, The
Danger of Neopagan Religions, Giving in
the Church, and many more. Seminary
professors from different denominations,
both Evangelical and traditional, presented
their church’s views on these topics. This
panel opens another opportunity to share
Christ with the Romanians living around
the world as the show is available for
online streaming. It is very encouraging
to meet people on the street whose lives
have been touched by the various radio or
TV appearances.

Conferences
Open Line at Radio Voice of the Gospel

Radio & TV Ministry
In 2019 Elisei was involved in radio ministry
hosting a weekly Open Line hour and

Elisei and Adriana participated in different
conferences both in Romania and other
European countries. The most notable
national conferences were the family
conferences in Ploiesti, Bacau, and Piatra
Neamt, and the most notable international
conference was the one in Bucharest
on human rights and religious freedom.
Adriana and Elisei hosted the national
conferences speaking on family values
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and relationships. Elisei participated in the
international conference with an article
on Human Dignity and Religious Freedom
emphasizing the basis for human dignity
and religious freedom: creation of human
beings in the image of God, knowledge
of God’s will from His Word, and salvation
through Jesus Christ.
The conferences were well received, and
the participants asked us to present at
future conferences on a variety of topics.
The next conferences will be held in
November in the northern part of Romania
on growing as a servant of God and
becoming a woman after God’s heart.

Prayer Requests
• For the Romanian people as they are
facing great political challenges after
the fall of the last government in
October, to trust the Lord and 		
have discernment in presidential
elections in November.

• For TBI administration as they are
dealing with long delays in receiving the
approval for the master’s program and
for building the elevator required for the
accreditation program and necessary
for people with disabilities.
• For TBI students and faculty as they
pursue God’s plan for their lives, to
have strength and stamina to overcome
the challenges in their spiritual and
academic life.
• For the people we serve through
writing and counseling to grow in
knowing and trusting the Lord through
true faith, not only as an intellectual
exercise.
• For the radio and TV audiences to
catch God’s vision for the world and
trust the Almighty God as the only
solution for their lives.
• For the people participating in different
conferences to grow in knowing and
doing God’s will for their lives.
• For us, Adriana and Elisei, as we
struggle with health issues and 		
opposition from the world and 		
false Christians.

Thank you for being such
an important part of our
ministry in Europe.

In Christ,
Elisei and Adriana Rusu
Elisei preaching
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