
August 7, 2022 
 
Dear friend and ministry partner, 
 
My name is Luke Schoenrock, and I serve as the president of the Romania Leadership Ministries board, which 
exists to support the missionary work of Elisei and Adriana Rusu. I wanted to take this opportunity to update 
you on the 2021-2022 academic year and encourage you to pray for Elisei, Adriana, and the Romanian people. 
 
We stand in awe of God: His power, His wisdom, His work. This extraordinary year started as usual with Elisei 
and Adriana teaching modular courses at Timotheus Bible institute (TBI) in Bucharest. During the second week 
of teaching in January, COVID cases increased throughout the country and classes had to be moved online. 
That provided the opportunity to use TBI, the building, the resources, and the staff, students and alumni in a 
unique way.  
 
TBI's 30th Anniversary: 
This summer TBI is celebrating its 30th anniversary! TBI’s 
roots go back to Romania’s communist era. In the 1970’s 
a group of young Christians decided to begin an illegal 
underground church training movement. One of the 
group’s leaders was Elisei Rusu who helped to organize 
and develop courses, and distribute smuggled Bibles and 
Christian literature. In 1985 the movement was forced 
to close when members, including Elisei were arrested 
and imprisoned by the secret police. Through God’s 
providence, Elisei and his family were eventually exiled 
from Romania and granted asylum in the United States. 
After communism fell in 1989, Elisei returned to 
Romania and began planning for the development of a 
Bible institute. Finally, in 1992 Elisei, his brother Ieremia, 
and a few others founded one of the first Evangelical 
Christian Bible Institutes in Romania. 

 
God has clearly protected and guided TBI over the past 
30 years. Since its founding, TBI has trained over 700 
individuals, many of whom have gone on to serve as 
pastors, teachers and elders in churches across        
Europe and the world. One graduate has even founded 
a church and Christian school in India!  

In 2001, TBI completed work on a dormitory with 
space for 50 students. A few years later, a land 
developer sued the school in a blatant attempt to steal 
the Institute’s property by manipulating Romania’s 
corrupt legal and political system. For seven years 
Elisei led the legal team as they fought through the 
courts. Finally, the case ended in 2012 with the school 
able to successfully secure its land against future legal 
threat. God had big plans for this place and people. 

TBI has trained over 700 students since it was founded! 

TBI Graduates are: 
▫ From 12 different countries across Europe. 

▫ More than 150 pastors, church leaders & elders. 

▫ 300+ Sunday school teachers, and educators      
teaching in private and public schools. 

▫ Public evangelists and heads of radio and 
publishing ministries.  

▫ Translators working on the Bible and other 
Christian literature. 

▫ Church planters who have started 73 churches, 
51 in Romania and 22 in other countries. 



Helping Ukrainian Refugees: 
Jump ahead ten years and God’s hand can again be seen in a 
dramatic way. The surge in Covid cases forced TBI to move its 
courses online and close its dormitories. What had seemed an 
unfortunate frustration was turned to good in a way no one 
could foresee. When Russia began its invasion of Ukraine in 
February, a flood of refugees poured across the border into 
neighboring Romania. Most of these refugees were women, 
children and the elderly. They needed places to stay and many 
lacked basic necessities like food, clothing and medical supplies. 
With students attending classes remotely, TBI was able to open 
its doors as short term refugee housing.  

Using its network of 
graduates, TBI 
coordinated with churches at the border that transported 
refugees to Bucharest. Volunteers from TBI and Antioch Church 
worked in shifts to clean and prep rooms as well as preparing 
and serving food, organizing transportation, distributing 
supplies, and offering prayer and support. As the refugee crisis 
has slowed, focus has shifted to providing help to people 
displaced within Ukraine. TBI and the Rusus have helped to 
coordinate and supply seven humanitarian aid convoys. Some 
are sent to refugee camps and some to war-torn regions where 
TBI graduates are helping church leaders provide their 
congregations with food and supplies.  

Preaching, Counseling and Mentoring: 
TBI and the Rusus were able to step forward in the Ukraine crisis because of the faithful work they have been 
doing for over 30 years. The founding of the Institute, the investment in the students, the fundraising and 
building of the facilities, were integral to the way God used TBI and its people this spring. Many of the leaders 
of the volunteer movement in the refugee crisis were mentored and counseled by Elisei and Adriana over the 
years. The preaching and training the Rusus have done in local churches in Romania helped encourage the 
faithful and strengthen the fearful and continues to do so. 

 
God is at work in Europe. His provision and love never fail! Please continue to pray for all that He is doing in 
Romania and around the world. Without your support this work could not have been done. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Luke Schoenrock 
 
If you would like to help support this ministry, send a donation to: 
Romania Leadership Ministries P.O Box 937, Wheaton, IL 60187 
Or find us online at www.RomaniaLeadershipMinistries.com 

TBI hosted nearly 300 refugees 

What did it take to host 300 refugees? 
▫ More than 40 volunteers working 24/7. 

▫ Around 3k meals served. 

▫ 400+ loads of laundry. 

▫ 1.5k Ukrainian Bibles, Gospels, and Psalms 
distributed.  

▫ 1 functioning elevator, completed just days 
before the first refugees began to arrive. 


